MITCHELL ANDERSON

BACKGROUND

Birth date: May 13, 1980

Hometown: Little Rock, AR

Parents’ names: Joel and Ann Anderson

Siblings’ names: Lincoln Anderson (wife & kids: Linda, Reagan & Jayden) and Deverick Anderson (wife: Ann)

CONTACT

Current address: Mozartova 33, Olomouc 779 00, Czech Republic

Current phone numbers: (420) 607 985 823

Email addresses: mitchmaster6@gmail.com 

EDUCATION

High School: Little Rock Hall

Graduation Year: 1998

University: Arkansas

Bachelor Degree: Fine Arts, emphasis Graphic Design, sub-emphasis Photography

Minor: Business Marketing

Graduation Year: Spring 2003

Graduate Degree: Master of Arts, Missions

University: Abilene Christian University

Graduation Year: Fall 2005

Czech Language for Foreigners: Palacky University, Olomouc, CZ

School Year: 2007

CHURCH INFO

Home congregation: Pleasant Valley Church of Christ; Little Rock, AR

Other congregations with which you’ve had some past involvement: 

· North Street Church of Christ; Fayetteville, AR

· Minter Lane Church of Christ; Abilene, TX

Ways you’ve helped in serving the church: 

· Active in college ministry

· FriendsSpeak

· Teaching, praying, reading scripture

· Service projects

· Greeting

PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS

People remark that I seem to have the following positive personal character traits: 

Patience, listening, thankfulness

A personal character trait that I am trying to better is:  

Wisdom, discipline, assertiveness

I believe my spiritual walk is strongest now in the following areas:  

Theological thinking, devotional reading

I believe I need to better my spiritual life concerning the following areas:  

Trust, boldness

THE WORK IN OLOMOUC

I feel my strengths will best be displayed in the following areas:  

· One-on-one communication

· Personal Bible studies

· Praying and preaching

· Missions strategy 

· Bible theology

· Graphic and web design

My first interest in any mission work came:  During the 99-00 school-year, before my first summer mission to Romania

Subsequent events or mission efforts that increased my interest:  

Participation in the Razorbacks for Christ ministry and relationships with RFCs; Summer 2001 mission in Italy and survey trip in the Czech Republic.

A list of mission efforts I’ve been involved in:

· Summer 1996,1997,1998; Youth group trip to Queens, NY, to conduct one-week VBS
· Summer 2000; Five-week campaign in Cluj, Romania
· Summer 2001; Seven-week campaign in Cosenza, Italy
· Summer 2002; Six-week campaign in Prague, Czech Republic
The greatest lessons I’ve learned as a result of mission efforts are:

· God is at work everywhere in the world

· Patience with others and trust in God are vital

· On my first campaign to Romania, I learned that a mission team is a huge blessing.  After a long day of classes, it was wonderful to gather for dinner and a devotional in the evenings to strengthen and encourage each other.  

· I also learned that along with many blessings, a mission team brings difficulties – even among friends, tension and disagreements inevitably arise.

The following event or thought was the most influential in stirring my interest in Olomouc:  While a few of us were relaxing between classes near the end of our campaign in Romania, missionary Phil Jackson asked us, “Have you ever considered long term mission work – committing to spend 5 to 10 years overseas?”  I really never had, but the following school year I wrestled with that question a lot, and the following summer on the survey trip I decided that a 5 to 10 year mission to the Czech Republic was for me.

I appreciate and enjoy the following things about Olomouc, Czech Republic:  

I love Olomouc!  The pace of life here is much slower than in the States.  The city is a good size – not too big, not too small – and has few tourists.  The people are nice and the food is good (but heavy).  The architecture is beautiful, especially in the historical center. 

I look forward most to the following aspect of being in Olomouc:  

Becoming a part of Czech culture; having deep and long-term relationships with Czechs

I admit I am afraid of or concerned about the following aspect of being in Olomouc:  

It is important to me that the Czech Churches of Christ (in Prague, Brno, and the ones we will plant in Olomouc) have a healthy network of encouragement.

I believe I’ll probably be most surprised by the following aspect of being in Olomouc:  

I hope to be surprised by amazing receptivity to the good news.

