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Sarah Keen

BACKGROUND

Birth date:  July 4th, 1980 

Hometown: Pocahontas, AR 

Parents’ names: Betty & Warren McCullers, Jay Ross 

Siblings’ names: Valerie McLaughlin, Vicki Bowen 

CONTACT

Current address:  640 Babbling Brook Drive, Saginaw, TX 76179
Current phone number(s): (H) 817-306-7723; (C) 757-589-1057

Email addresses: czechchic2006@hotmail.com, sarah.keen@teamolomouc.com
EDUCATION

High School: Pocahontas High School 

Graduation Year: 1998

University: University of Arkansas, Fayetteville

Bachelor Degree(s): B.S. in Education

Graduation Year: 2002 

Additional Degree(s): M.S. in Speech-Language Pathology 

Universities Attended: Abilene Christian University, University of Texas at Dallas 

Graduation Year: 2004

CHURCH INFO

Home congregation: Westridge Church of Christ (Pocahontas, AR)

Other congregations with which you’ve had some past involvement: 

· North Street Church of Christ, Fayetteville, AR

· Providence Rd. Church of Christ, Chesapeake, VA

· Saginaw Church of Christ, Saginaw, TX

Ways you’ve helped in serving the church: 

· Church secretary (Weekly bulletins & announcements, food pantry, maintaining prayer lists and prayer chain, letters to visitors & new move-ins, upkeep of internet site, correspondence with missionaries, creating/ updating information boards, etc.)

· Co-leader of junior high/ high school Bible classes

· Co-leader of small group ladies’ studies 

· Leader of one-on-one Bible studies

· Participant in various service projects for the church

· Visitation

· Greeter

· Active involvement in mission outreaches, foreign and domestic

PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS

People remark that I seem to have the following positive personal character trait: 

Determined and self-motivated

A personal character trait that I am trying to better is: 

A reserved nature in large group settings

I believe my spiritual walk is strongest now in the following area: 

In faith. God continues to show me his faithfulness through hard times and in good. I learn daily to trust that, as I submit my life to his will he is guiding me on the path that he knows is best for me. Whenever struggles or concerns arise, I have more confidence in giving those to him, while continuing to thank him for the goodness and mercy he bestows upon me each day. 

I believe I need to better my spiritual life concerning the following area: 

I need to become a more devoted and expectant woman of prayer. Prayer is our way of communicating thanksgiving, concerns, desires, etc. with our Father. When we pray in faith, according to his will, God tells us that he listens and will answer our prayers. Now, more than ever, God is opening my eyes to the need for me to take on a more mature and healthy attitude in this area of my spiritual life. 

THE WORK IN OLOMOUC

 I feel my strengths will best be displayed in the following areas: 

· Structuring and organizing various administrative tasks for the church 

· Developing a benevolence program for the church

· Ease in getting to a deeper level in communication, hopefully allowing for the development of some close personal relationships with Czech women

· Leading one-on-one and small group ladies’ studies 

· Being a determined and diligent participant in projects- both for the team and for the community

· Using my knowledge in communication and its disorders as a tool to reach out to all ages 

· Experience with and enjoyment of foreign-language study
My first interest in any mission work came: the summer of my first overseas mission trip to Guyana, South America. Through the Razorbacks for Christ, God showed me the opportunity for this type of work and quickly sparked in me an absolute love and feeling of purpose and fulfillment in missions. 

Subsequent events or mission efforts that increased my interest:  After my first short-term mission experience, God quietly and gently stirred my heart in the direction of missions. During my undergraduate academic experience, he worked to redirect my thoughts from a career for myself to a ministry for him. He let me witness some of my closest friends participate in mission efforts, and afterwards let me hear them relay their own experiences of the work. I was encouraged and convicted when I saw how their genuine joy and excitement matched my own. The opportunity to go on a second mission effort to Cosenza, Italy, and to see God work out all the details-- funding, family issues, etc. helped me to know that this work was something he was saying ‘yes’ to. Immediately after this effort, I was blessed to take part in the survey trip to the Czech Republic. This, for me, after a summer of mission work in Italy, time spent with the Prague missionaries, hours of walking around Czech cities, fervent rejection and joyful acceptance of tracts, genuine excitement and determination of potential teammates, etc. was what finally gave me the confidence and assurance I needed to know that my future would be in missions. By the time my 3rd mission effort, this time to Prague, came about, I was fully committed to the prospect of long-term missions as part of a team of several close friends from the University of Arkansas. My confidence was only strengthened when God nurtured and blessed the relationship I had with my teammate, Corey. God has continued to stir my heart for this purpose through the years, and continues to shower blessings as I seek his will. 

A list of mission efforts I’ve been involved in: 

· Medical Mission: Guyana, South America - Summer 1999

· 7-week Mission: Cosenza, Italy - Summer 2001

· Survey Trip to Czech Republic - Late Summer 2001

· 6-week Mission to Prague, Czech Republic - Summer 2002

Some of the greatest lessons I’ve learned as a result of mission efforts are: 

· God is faithful. He showed me from my very first experience with missions that if he wants something to happen, he has the ability to see it to fruition. Raising funds for my first mission trip to South America was a concern for me. Since then, God has shown me again and again that he can and will work out all the details for his glory. 

· Genuine joy and happiness comes not from money or possessions but from a realization of purpose and the feeling of true fulfillment that comes over you after sharing in conversations of faith with others.

· When God brings us to share His Word with someone, He is right there with us to speak through our lips and prompt our minds to the words and Scriptures needed to convey that message. 

The following event or thought was the most influential in stirring my interest in Olomouc: 

My interest in Olomouc was stirred the most by the gradual realization that God had been preparing my way to the mission field for quite some time. For me to receive the scholarship I needed to enable me to attend the U of A, to be placed with a Christian roommate who encouraged me towards the Razorbacks for Christ campus ministry, to be blessed in developing deep, long-lasting relationships with mission-minded Christians as part of the RFCs, and to have doors wide-open so that I could take part in various mission opportunities, let me know that these seemingly “chance events” of my young adult years were actually not by chance at all, but were in fact of divine origin. I realized that many times, even in spite of me (to my regret), God had worked to bring me to where I was. To finally have the scales fall from my eyes so that I could see the beauty of his plan that was unfolded before me, convicted me, and made me certain that he was stirring my soul towards a great and wonderful purpose. 

I appreciate and enjoy the following things about Olomouc or the Czech Republic: 

· The deep and genuine desire some have to learn to follow God wholly and faithfully despite hardship and persecution 
· Challenge of the Czech language
· Fresh breads and pastries for sale on every corner
· Walking instead of driving
· Czechs’ pride in their homeland
· Narrow, cobblestone streets

· Hours spent at mealtimes, devoted to conversation and relationships
· Rich history and culture
· Fresh flowers for sale on the streets
· Fanta/ Mirinda

· House slippers

· Potato croquettes
· Shopping cart system
· Architectural detail and design
· Positive and encouraging reactions to foreigner’s attempts at the Czech language

· Public transportation

· Punctuality of public transportation

· Euro dogs

· Reflection of Olomouc town square lights across new fallen snow

I look forward most to the following aspect of being in Olomouc: 

Finally arriving at the time in my life for which I feel God has been preparing me...To begin working to put the dreams God has given us into action...To worshiping with God’s children in Olomouc in the Czech language... 

I admit I am afraid of or concerned about the following aspect of being in Olomouc: 

Being away from family and close friends. I have a good idea now, but I’ll know more fully when we get to Olomouc, just how hard it will be to leave loved ones behind. Hearing of family get-togethers, celebrations, illnesses, deaths, etc. will no doubt make it difficult to be separated from them. In addition, the prospects of getting pregnant and having our first child apart from those who desire so deeply to be part of that time will not be easy. The Lord knows our hearts and our concerns, however, and he will give us what we need, both physically and emotionally, to carry out the work he has called us to. 

I believe I’ll probably be most surprised by the following aspect of being in Olomouc:  

I pray that I'll be most surprised by the receptivity of the people to God through the love and energy of Team Olomouc as we seek to bring to them the hope of Christ.  Beyond a doubt, though, I’m sure I’ll never cease to be amazed at the power and the majesty of our great Creator as he works in us to accomplish his will on this earth. To Him be the glory! 

